

Press Kit: RIDE OF PASSAGE by Cindy Weigand

[image: ]RIDE OF PASSAGE

CINDY WEIGAND

2023

200 Pages, coming of age, adventure

ISBN: 979-8-9878848-0-5 (eBook)
ISBN: 979-8-9878848-1-2 (Paperback)


Cindy Weigand
CindyWeigand.com
info@cindyweigand.com







Table of Contents
RIDE OF PASSAGE	1
DESCRIPTION	2
PITCHES AND SUMMARY	3
PRAISE FOR RIDE OF PASSAGE	4
ABOUT THE AUTHOR	5
RIDE OF PASSAGE Q & A	6



[bookmark: _Toc161151094]

DESCRIPTION




Ride of Passage is a coming-of-age novel about Axelle Erickson, who lives on a farm on Northwest Oklahoma’s vast prairie. At thirteen, she faces a new school in town. How will she fit in? She is insecure about her place in the family. Her parents dote on her brother Kenny who is a star athlete, who also makes straight A’s. He expects a scholarship. Kenny is his parents’ crowning achievement. 
Axelle finds comfort in her horse, hideout, and her besties, Kelly and Benita. The teens often ride out for adventure on the open prairie. The situation at home worsens after Axelle rides to a babysitting job and is late coming home. Kenny sets out on his motorcycle to find her. Approaching an intersection, he sees her dismount across the highway from him. She is simply adjusting her saddle and waves him away. He waves back, but starts across the highway anyway. Horrified, Axelle sees a car strike, and hurl her brother into a road ditch. He survives but his foot cannot be saved.
Her parents accept Kenny’s lie that he hadn’t seen her signal to stay back. Except for Kelly and Benita, everyone shuns her. Time nears for school to start, increasing her misery. 
When Axelle’s parents take Kenny on an overnight trip to get fitted for a prosthetic, she seizes the opportunity for a brief escape. She schemes for one last horseback adventure with her buddies. They ride out. They mean to investigate a hermit’s mysterious death and snoop around the widow Johnson’s place. Is she really a witch? Along the way, a contrary shopkeeper confronts the girls; wild dogs give chase, and bullies scare cattle into a stampede the trio barely avoids. They carry on in high spirits, exploring the hermit’s creepy house, theorizing about his death. The ride home is interrupted when a thunderstorm boils up. The nearest shelter is Mrs. Johnson’s barn. There, they fall asleep.
Morning brings the so-called witch to their side. Her kindness toward them belies the community’s ugly rumors about her and dispels the girls’ fear. At home, Axelle finds her parents have returned earlier than planned.  She expects anger for defying their orders to remain home in their absence. Or might Kenny finally tell the truth about circumstances around his accident? Can the family heal?
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Three girls. Three horses. One adventure.

When her parents announce they are going out of town, Axelle schemes with her best friends for one last summer riding adventure on their horses.

When her parents leave town, Axelle and her two best friends ride off on what starts as a small adventure but ends up being a life changing time that marks Axelle’s first steps into womanhood.



Axelle Erickson lives on the vast prairie of the Oklahoma Panhandle, but there are no endless horizons in her life. Homework and chores rule her days. She is the youngest, a surprise child in her family, and it is easy to blame her for everything—including the accident that changes her brother’s life forever. Her only joy is being with her friends Kelly and Benita in their secret place. When her parents leave town, Axelle and the girls ride off on what starts as a small adventure but ends up being a life changing time that marks Axelle’s first steps into womanhood.
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This book is very good, reminds me of Harper Lee. A great story.
PATRICK E. CRAIG—AWARD WINNING AUTHOR
OF THE APPLE CREEK DREAMS SERIES.

Be prepared for a ride, literally and figuratively, with Axelle who is not quite ready to step into womanhood. A standout coming-of-age story that encompasses the wisdom of life and the dignity that should be afforded all people.
FELICITAS FUNKE, CREATIVE PRODUCER, 
‘COWBOYS - A DOCUMENTARY PORTRAIT’



Cowgirl Spirit is not just embodied by a woman from the West…it is a Woman from any walk of life that lives with grace, grit, authenticity, humility and kindness. A Woman who believes in herself, takes risks, fails and then rises up to share her journey. That is Cowgirl Spirit to me.
— TAMMY PATE—FOUNDER, ART OF THE COWGIRL


STAND BY ME meets SECRET OF LIFE OF BEES
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Cindy Weigand grew up on the prairie of western Oklahoma listening to her grandmother’s stories and has loved them ever since. She is the author of an anthology, Texas Women in World War II, The Republic of Texas Press, an imprint of Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, Inc., 2003. In 2023, she published a novella, Ride of Passage which includes reminiscences of her childhood. Big Jack, Cowboy Aviator, is a historical novel based on the life of a great uncle who was a pilot in the 1920s. 

Weigand is also a film enthusiast and founder of GTX Film which produces an annual film festival in Georgetown, Texas. She served as President and Executive Director until 2023. She now resides in Tulsa, OK.



SHORT BIO: Cindy Weigand grew up listening to her grandmother tell stories. Now she writes her own. She is the author Ride of Passage and Big Jack, Cowboy Aviator plus many articles in various publications. She lives in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
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Where did you get the idea for the story?

When the movie “Stand by Me” based on the “The Body” by Stephen King came out, I kept waiting for a movie with girls being adventurous, but none was produced that I thought was comparable, so I wrote my own. I have also written a screenplay based on the story.


How much of the story has a factual basis and how much is fiction?

The story is fiction based on a few factual elements. I attended a one room country schoolhouse for grades one to six, then transferred into town for junior high and high school. Looking back, it was exciting and frightening at the same time. The description of the country school are accurate as I remember that time.  
	My brother, who is younger than I am, was in a motorcycle accident, but he did not lose his foot. I was in high school, and my sister was in college. I was the middle child. It was a traumatic time for the family, especially my parents who did marry very young.
	While I and two friends rode horses, we weren’t quite so adventurous.

Was Aliyah a real person?

All characters are fictional. There were no people of color who lived in that area. I had recently learned the story of Elizabeth Cotten and asked myself, “What if she had lived where I grew up, on the prairie in northwest Oklahoma?” Ride of Passage it the result.

How about Stinky Sam?

	Stinky Sam is based on a real person and his demise.

Do you have a series planned?

	I’ve thought about it. Who would you like to know more about?
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A screenplay based on the novella



RIDE OF PASSAGE



by Cindy Weigand



Axelle Erickson lives on the vast prairie of the Oklahoma



Panhandle, but there are no endless horizons in her life.



Homework and chores rule her days. She is the youngest, a



surprise child in her family, and it is easy to blame her for



everything—including the accident that changed her



brother’s life forever. Her only joy is being with her friends



Kelly and Benita in their secret place. When her parents



leave town, Axelle and the girls ride off on what starts as a



small adventure but ends up being a life changing time that



marks Axelle’s first steps into womanhood.











PRAISE FOR RIDE OF PASSAGE 



This book is very good, reminds me of Harper Lee. A 



great story.



— PATRICK E. CRAIG—AWARD WINNING AUTHOR OF THE 



APPLE CREEK DREAMS SERIES.



Be prepared for a ride, literally and figuratively, with



Axelle who is not quite ready to step into womanhood.



A standout coming-of-age story that encompasses the



wisdom of life and the dignity that should be afforded



all people.



— FELICITAS FUNKE, CREATIVE PRODUCER, 



‘COWBOYS - A DOCUMENTARY PORTRAIT’











COWGIRL SPIRIT



Cowgirl Spirit is not just embodied by a woman from



the West...it is a Woman from any walk of life that lives



with grace, grit, authenticity, humility and kindness. A



Woman who believes in herself, takes risks, fails and



then rises up to share her journey. That is Cowgirl



Spirit to me.



— TAMMY PATE—FOUNDER, ART OF THE COWGIRL 



Cover by: Lynn Andreeozi



Original Artwork by: Mike Jones



Michael Jones Fine Art



Broken Arrow, Oklahoma



DISCLAIMER: The images in this document are how the author 



envisions the characters and do not depict anyone attached 



to the project.











LOGLINE AND SYNOPSIS



On the outs with her family, a tomboy schemes for one last
riding adventure to investigate a mysterious death and expose
a witch before starting junior high school in town in the fall.



— O —



Stand by Me meets Secret Life of Bees



Blamed by her family for causing her brother’s crippling accident 
thirteen-year-old Axelle Erickson is miserable and resentful. She 
has known nothing but chores and schoolwork for six months, so 
she longs to go riding with her two pals to have some fun. The 
weekend may be the last of the summer before they go to junior 
high in town leaving their country school behind. She sees her 
chance when her parents are out of town for a long weekend. If 
caught, there would be severe consequences, but the aspect of fun 
and adventure, while investigating a mysterious death, and the 
possibility of encountering a witch, are too alluring and worth the 
risk of getting caught. Sometimes you just have to break the rules.



In a time when adults determined how girls should act, look and 
what they should want for their lives, Axelle and her friends 
discover that it is they who must determine their destinies and the 
perception of those seen as different lurks in the minds of people 
and differs from their reality. 











AXELLE
AXELLE ERICKSON (13) is miserable. Her parents, CURT (40) and



ALICE ERICKSON (37), blame her for her brother’s crippling



accident force Axelle to do his chores in addition to her own. The



oops child to young parents, her sister and brother, CONNIE and



KENNY, are five and seven years older respectively than Axelle. A



bit precocious and rambunctious, Axelle feels neglected while



her siblings complain that their little sister gets away with



murder. There is a shadow over her concerning the accident and



she will always be looking back until she and the family reconcile



the issue of Kenny’s accident. At times, she considers running



away from the situation.











KELLY



KELLY THOMAS (13) and Axelle have



been friends since they exited their



mother’s wombs. The youngest of



five children, and the only girl, Kelly



can hold her own in most situations



and knows the art of swearing. There



are rumors of despicable behavior



on the part of her father towards his



daughter, but no one, including



Kelly, talks about it, and she covers



it with a blithe façade.











BENITA



BENITA CRANSTON (13) is a



newcomer to the community.



Her parents moved the family to



the community and a more



wholesome environment. A bi-



vocational minister, her father



preaches hellfire and damnation,



while her mother ministers by



baking casseroles and visiting the



lonely and outcast. While she is



naïve about country life, Benita is



savvy about the ways of the world



and adults.











ALIYAH



ALIYAH JOHNSON (50) met her husband while he was in the
Army at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. Discharged from the
service, she moved with him back to the community where his



family had land. She becomes his common law wife. A Negro,
Aliyah is not well received in the community. When her son is
drafted and leaves home followed by the death of her husband,
she becomes more reclusive and eccentric. She sits on her front
porch with her gun nearby. Adults and kids alike gossip that she
is a witch and responsible for killing chickens and other small



animals in the neighborhood.



The girls have to cross her land to get to their destination.











OUTLAW
Kelly’s black stallion



GYPSY
Axelle’s palomino mare 



rescued from the circus



THE HORSES
HANK
Axelle’s chestnut gelding











OUTLAW
Kelly’s thoroughbred stallion



THE HORSES



HANK
Axelle’s chestnut gelding



GYPSY
Axelle’s palomino mare 



rescued from the circus
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Sometimes you just have to 
break the rules.
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